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Contact us during camp
We will be on site from 24th July and will have some intermittent access to emails. A camp
mobile number is available, 07547270556 or if you are calling from abroad +44 (0)
7547270556. But please manage expectations of parents and carers in terms of how quickly
the central team can respond. The first point of contact should be the group leader whenever
possible.

A message for adult campers
We are keen to keep children and young people in the heart of this camp. There is also great
potential to use this event for upskilling and empowering the youth leaders of tomorrow. To
keep the right balance, we invite all over 18’s to commit to three important steps:
1. Give priority for under 18s if spaces in programme workshops are limited.
2. At meetings, make space for younger people to speak before adults do
3. Share your skills. Don’t just complete a task - show someone young how you do it.
4. Keep an open mind. Young participants may well find a new way of doing things.
Let’s allow them lots of space to do this so we can all learn from each other.

Kit list
Do bring:
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Sleeping bag (a warm one so you don’t get cold at night)
Any pillow/roll-matts etc you might want to have
A bag with an unbreakable plate, bowl, mug, cutlery and a tea-towel
A wash kit (shower gel, shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste etc. The Showers will
simply drain into a ditch. If you could bring a ‘Plastic free’ or ‘Natural’ shower gel that
will be better for the local wildlife. Please AVOID almond based products.
Warm clothes
A torch
Waterproof jacket (waterproof trousers if you have them)
Boots/outdoor shoes that are comfortable to hike - and with a closed toe
Flip flops or sandals that dry quickly
Changes of clothes for 5/10 days (including warm jumper/sweatshirt, warm trousers,
and clothes for hot weather)
Pyjamas
Towel
A watch or clock if you have one
Plastic bags for dirty laundry
A refillable water bottle
Sun cream
A hat
An Alice in Wonderland themed costume for tea party (Thu 4th Aug)
Clothes for swap shop
Velcro rollers or similar, if you have long hair

Do not bring:
● Nuts or products with nuts
● Hi-viz jackets. For safety reasons and easy identification in emergencies, we need
these to be solely worn by people with specific roles
● National flags, including Ukrainian flags
● Hair straighteners or dryers
● Unnecessary electrical devices
● Items of high sentimental or monetary value

Pocket Money
We have had several questions on how much pocket money children should bring to camp.
While it's hard to give exact amounts, as an Elfin leader (This is Tom Brooks writing this bit) I
would recommend £15-20 if coming for 5 days or £30-40 if coming for 10 days.
Approximate prices of things:
● Camp T-shirt - £12
● Pin badge 50p
● Hot chocolate £1
● A toastie £1.50

Valuables
To reiterate: Any valuables brought to camp are brought at the owner's own risk. We
recommend not bringing valuables or keeping them on your person at all times.

Village layout
Have a think as a village what your layout will be and what the space will allow. This needs
to ensure we have the right distance between tents and other infrastructure. Maybe you
won’t have space for one large circle. Consider an alternative of an inner and an outer circle,
where everyone still has a view towards the middle:

Sleeping tents: 2m+ from each other, 6m from a communal tent and 10m from a cooking tent
Fire pits: 10m from any structures and with regard to prevailing wind. Must be off-ground in
fire bowl or similar
Each village to have its own clear entrance for emergency vehicles

Travelling to Camp
Entrance to the site
The camp has a separate entrance to Kelmarsh Hall and Gardens. When you turn off the
Main Road (A508), the gate will be the third exit on your right. Please do not enter the the
gates marked Kelmarsh Hall. Use https://what3words.com/originate.remotest.groups .
If you are arriving from the direction of Northampton, turn left here and follow the lane:

Do NOT enter through this gate in the picture.
Instead, look for this gate on your right hand side, bearing a sign for Common Ground:

To see images of what the bus station in Leicester looks like (please note there are two!),
visit How to find us on our website.

Travelling on X7 to/from Kelmarsh
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Please consider downloading the Stagecoach App onto your mobile phone
The app allows you to plan the journey and track your bus.
There are no digital displays on the Kelmarsh bus shelters
Use contactless card payment whenever possible or have the exact fare in cash
These are small buses. Travel in smaller groups, especially if you are planning day
trips to Market Harborough.
Keep luggage away from the aisles
Avoid getting on the bus in muddy boots or wet clothe

Train travel
●

●

●
●
●

Please aim to book in advance, especially groups and people travelling from the
direction of London. Some services are quite full but East Midlands Rail have updated
us on 28th June to say they have received very few reservations to date.
Please consider travelling by Connect train if you can. You may find more carriages
and more space for your luggage. We work closely with EMR. Please don't feel
surprised if during a busy time EMR recommend moving some Common Ground
passengers from an InterCity service to a Connect. This will be for your own comfort
and staff will check carefully that your ticket is still valid.
Groups of 10 or more please email group.travel@eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk or call
03457 125678 option 2 and 2 Monday – Friday 09.00 – 16.30
Individual tickets for less than 10, online bookings @ www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk
or 03457 125678 option 2 and 1
EMT can offer 20% discounts for booking 10 or more tickets with us at a time on off
peak and super off peak returns on EMR services only

Site Services at camp
No Electricity for charging personal devices
Campers will not be able to charge personal devices at Common Ground.
The site does have some mains power. However the mains outlets are in an awkward place a
long way from where the power will be used. The cabling for this distribution is expensive
and the power available is therefore very limited.
A qualified electrician with help will install enough power to run:
● the toilets,
● the showers,
● centres and cafes
● town marquees and
● some lighting in key places

●

Potentially charge one (leader’s) mobile per group - but we urge you to bring solar
chargers if you have any possibility to do so.

If you need to keep medicines cold, or charge other medical devices, please let us know
urgently. We are confident we can provide power for this but need to include it in our plans.
We will not not be providing power to charge personal devices e.g. mobile phones, laptops,
kettles, hair straighteners etc. Plugging in personal items will overload the system and cause
it to stop working for everyone. Please make this very clear to your young people, that the
result could be that the toilets stop flushing!

Rubbish Removal
There will be 4 large bins for the following:
● General Rubbish
● Mixed recycling: Paper, Plastic, Cardboard, Metal
● Glass
● Food Waste
Please collect waste in the above groups which the site services team can collect daily.

Gas for Cooking
Some gas for villages will be included in the camp fees as follows:
● Villages of 80 people or under: 5 refills,
● Villages of 80 – 119 people: 6 refills and
● Villages of 120+ people: 7 refills.
This is based on 10 days of camping and gas bottles of either 13kg of Propane (Red) or 15kg
of Butane (Blue). Please arrive to camp with enough (Calor) gas bottles to run your kitchen
for at least 24 hours. These bottles you can then swap for a refill.
You are welcome to bring gas from companies other than Calor, but we can only provide
refills of Calor Gas.

Daily working party duty
Please expect some volunteers to be needed each day, for working party duty. Campers of
different ages can join: the tasks are not physically tough but require many volunteers to be
manageable. This is different from clan, about five person per town and involves:
● Litter picking the central area/ bar.
● Possibly helping to dismantle and re-erect the stage
● Helping with cleaning town toilets and showers
● Sometimes joining in with food deliveries to the right location

Village Health and Safety
●
●
●

Large holes and drops will be filled in or fenced off.
Cables and pipes should be grouped and covered where possible, at the least they
should be tucked out of the way
Large tent stakes should be padded.

●

Guy ropes should not cross walkways

Medical injury / incident guidance
The following guidance has been developed to help delegates understand what “need-toknow” means, and how to avoid sharing confidential information.
People aged 16 or over are entitled to consent to their own treatment. Like adults, young
people are presumed to have sufficient capacity to decide on their own medical treatment,
unless there is significant evidence to suggest otherwise.
Children under the age of 16 can consent to their own treatment if they are believed to have
enough intelligence, competence and understanding to fully appreciate what is involved in
their treatment. This is known as being Gillick competent.
Otherwise, someone with parental responsibility can consent for them. By law, healthcare
professionals are responsible for assessing the competence of the young person, and by
law, the healthcare professional will seek the consent of the person with parental
responsibility. We would always encourage a child to tell their parents and carers about
decisions they are making, but we also protect and respect the young person’s right to
confidential treatment, and to be included in decisions made about them. Information sharing
should be proportionate to the situation and the person involved, and will be a discussion
that is held between the health professional, the young person, and if necessary, the
person(s) with parental responsibility.
While we understand that leaders are responsible for considering potential issues of safety,
including safeguarding processes, we want to ensure that the right to privacy and
confidentiality is respected, and that any information shared is on a need to know basis.
With the above guidance in mind. Paramount to this is the principle of safeguarding all of our
delegates, who are entitled to services that are confidential, and we will respect that as much
as possible. However, if you or someone else is at risk of harm, then information may need
to be shared in line with our safeguarding procedures.
NHS (2022) https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/consent-to-treatment/children/
NSPCC (2020) www.learning.nspcc.org.uk
Woodcraft Folk (2019)
https://woodcraft.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Privacy-Policy-2019-1.pdf
Woodcraft Folk (2021) https://woodcraft.org.uk/resources/safeguarding-policy/

Off-site outings
If you are planning to take young people off site overnight from Common Ground, you must
approach it as you would approach any other overnight trip and ensure you have the
following:
1. A full risk assessment of the activity

2. Enough leaders with you that should an accident happen you have enough people to
accompany the injured party and keep the rest of the group safe – and at least two
full members
3. Consent from the leaders at Common Ground responsible for the young people you
are taking
4. A copy of the health forms of all the young people you are taking – leaving another
copy on site
5. Informed the Common Ground office of who you are taking, where you will be, and a
contact telephone number for you – in case of an emergency at Common Ground
when we would need to know who was on site
If you are going to bivy (=sleep under the stars one night, without a tent) you also need:
1. Permission from the farmer whose land you are going to use (if you are leaving the
site)
2. To have visited the site and assessed it in advance of taking any young people there

Photo and Video Consent
Media consent for Woodcraft Folk purposes is submitted for each participant via the
booking system. IFM-SEI may seek consent separately from participants on the day, if they
are capturing imagery or video for their own purposes. The participants without consent
wear a different colour wristband closure. But the participants themselves will also be
posting on social media. Speak to your group about how to respect others’ privacy.
1. Look out for different coloured wristband closures - there are 4 colours based on age and
whether there is photo consent and we will send info about this out nearer the time
3. Some children have no media consent for their own safety but they may not be aware of
this themselves
4. Only take images of your own group, otherwise check that no young people can be
recognised in images
5. You can still take active, fun images of hands doing crafts, dancing feet, crowds from the
back etc

PEB - Supporting Volunteers on Camp
The PEB or Positive Energy Bubble is a new team specifically for volunteers. The centre will
create an atmosphere where volunteers can unwind, recharge, meet and catch up with
others. It will also provide a space where volunteers can grab a coffee, be appreciated or ask
for help, it might even have some massages or aromatherapy available.
Organising amazing things like a big camp has always carried the risk of burnout. We're
trying to remove that symptom from Common Ground. Venting and offloading will be
encouraged. Feel free to moan and groan about even the little things!
Three tips for getting real downtime away from volunteering
1. Ask for permission to rest / read in someone else’s tent, where young campers will
not approach you
2. Create a system in the village of a sticker or a lanyard that someone can wear to
show they are “off duty”

3. Take yourself away from the village, make a picnic in a wooded area or go for a short
hike
As this is a brand-new initiative, we're focusing on being flexible and moulding this team into
exactly what support is needed, so come along to shape the PEB's Woodcraft legacy!

Sanctuary
The Sanctuary will be a space where young people can come if they need a quiet and
calming space during the camp or want to come and talk to someone about a concern they
have. The centre will have some games, comfortable seating, people to talk to and a
peaceful environment for young people who may be upset, overwhelmed or feeling like they
need a break from the busy camp life.
Sanctuary centre can be found next to the MEST UP space and will be monitored and
supported by MEST UP volunteers as well as adult volunteers with a wide range of
experience and skills around supporting young people’s wellbeing and mental health.

Culturally inclusive camp
Common Ground will be an international camp where 40% of it will consist of non-WCF
participants. Cultural adaptation is not solely the international participants’ responsibility.
It is expected of everyone. Here are some things to keep in mind:
-

Use short sentences.
Choose the simplest words you can think of: Buy not Purchase, Stop not Cease etc
Check back to see if your counterpart has understood.
Don’t correct grammar or pronunciation of others unless they ask.
Prepare your group that there will be other languages spoken at camp.
Ask for an interpreter from the central team when there is a need to.
Share and play games from other countries.
Encourage everyone to do the “We found Common Ground” badge on a village day
(more info below).
Make sure that the pace is right for everyone in the group. Remind the facilitators the
use of the signs that will be in each programme centre and village:

We Found Common Ground badge
Completing the missions of the camp’s badge will enable you not only to get the actual
badge but also get to know many other people and make new friends! During the camp there
will be some sessions where the badge will be presented so check the central programme
once at camp.

Staying Safe at Common Ground
Each village must identify a Village Safeguarding Lead, who will act as a point of contact for
any safeguarding concerns, issues or queries from adults or young people in the village.
They will work with the Village Co-ordinator and other volunteers throughout the camp to
ensure that the safety and wellbeing of children and young people is prioritised. They will be
responsible for reporting or escalating any issues to the Common Ground Safeguarding
Team as required.
Prior to Common Ground, groups should ensure that all adults have appropriate
training/briefing to support their role in safeguarding children and young people at camp. As
a minimum, Village Safeguarding Leads should have completed either:
●
●

a Level 1 Introduction to Safeguarding course (usually provided free through local
safeguarding partnerships)
the National Youth Agency’s ‘Safeguarding In a Youth Work Setting’ course, available
to complete online through the NYA Safeguarding Hub

As part of their planning, village teams must discuss and agree how they will ensure:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

appropriate support for younger children who are on camp unaccompanied - e.g.
identifying ‘tent parents’ to check in on their welfare
the volunteer leaders responsible for each age group are clearly identified, ensuring
appropriate adult:child ratios are met for each age range
young people are appropriately supervised at all times, in the village and when
attending daytime and evening activities in the central area
boundaries that will apply to young people of different ages are clearly defined and
understood, e.g. whether they can leave the village in small groups without an adult
risk assessments are completed for programme activities delivered in the village, and
any risks are appropriately controlled
sign-in for young people attending late evening programme takes place, as outlined in
the Code of Conduct
that volunteers are able to respond effectively to an emergency - if adults choose to
drink alcohol in the evenings, sufficient adults to respond in an emergency must not
drink - this may be organised on a rota basis
all adults and young people understand how to share any concerns, and who they
should address these to

Extra information for international participants
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●

As you will have experienced at pre-camp, active participation is needed in cooking,
building marquees, keeping the site clean and moving furniture. This is a very
different camping experience from sites that have catering or buildings.
Speak to your young members to fully prepare for thi: They will have less “free time”
than at other camps - but they will learn so many practical skills!
Set a good example as an adult - when extra volunteers are needed, step up and bring
your younger participants too.
Daytime temperatures could reach 30C.
Night time temperatures could drop a lot, to about 12 degrees
In the UK when it rains, we still run the activities exactly the same: we don’t stop
organising or running programme
No opportunities for swimming: If your young people are used to swimming in hot
weather, please note there are no wild swimming places (rivers, coast or ponds)
where you could safely do this. There is no outdoor swimming pool within a
reasonable distance. Please prepare your participants about this.
If the weather gets hot, we will aim to offer some water-based games so everyone
can cool off

Comms pack
We have created a guide to help Woodcraft Folk groups promote their attendance at the
camp with their local press/on social media with the aim of increasing brand awareness and
recruiting new members and volunteers. The pack contains:
● tips on securing local press coverage,
● social media promotion guidance,
● a press release template and
● some social media graphics.
You can access the pack and a press release here.

Family and Friends Open Day
Common Ground will open its doors on Saturday the 6th of August 2022, for family and
friends of those in Woodcraft Folk, and other IFM-SEI members.
More info on this page can be found on our website.
Tickets can be Booked on our Eventbrite page.

